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July 3, 2008 BRAARC Meeting Minutes by Mike
McKay, KD8DIB

Call to order: 7:05 pm by Steve, KD8DHZ

Guests Mike, KCOLNK (bring a guest — everyone is

welcome)

Secretary’s report June 2008 minutes submitted by

Mike, KD8DIB and approved.

Treasurer’s report: July 2008 Financial Report
submitted by Sue, KC8IFP and approved.

Announcements:

440 on the air w/ temp antenna. 440 Sunday

Nets have restarted at 7:30pm.

July Club Meeting: July 3, 2008 at Big Rapids

DPS building
We need net controls sign up with Tom,
KB8TYJ — no net controls, no nets!

2 meter net on 146.74 repeater Tuesdays at 9p
1%'& 3" Wednesdays — Digital Net on 2 meter

repeater at 8pm - no activity

2" & 4™ Wednesdays — ARES / RACES Net at

9pm

Email Jakeaspence@charter.t@fjoin the Club

Listserve.

Big Rapids Celebrity Server — September 9,

2008

Mini-swap/foxhunt/picnic — August 23, 2008
July 4 Airfest at Robinhood in Big Rapids —
volunteers needed! Contact Mike, KD8DIB to

sign up.

=

July 11- 18 Michigander bike tour sign up on-
line.

Big Rapids Area Amateur Radio Club:
www.facebook.conGroup. Contact Mike,
KD8DIB for more info or to join.

Reed City Rotary raffle tickets available from
John, KC8BAR

Old Business:

Motion approved by membership to purchase
antenna brackets for 440 antenna.

Fritz, NIBE working on brackets for new 440
antenna.

Field Day 2008 a success — damage to parachute
due to high winds — 331 total contacts: 177
CW; 154 Phone on 20M, 40M, 80M - The
network version of the N3FJP Field Day Log
software used to log all contacts.

New hams Chris, KD8HYK & Val KD8IAM
helped with FD. Certificates issues to
acknowledge their contributions.

Powerpole supplies available for purchase from
club.

Name tags orders — an order for club name tags
will be placed this fall. Stay tuned for more
details!

New Business:
Big Boy celebrity Serve Fundraiser (September
9, 2008) being coordinated by new club
members Val, KD8IAM and Shila, KD8IAL.
Thank you, ladies! Sign up in August.



Equipment committee: members appointed —
Patricia, KD8GGD; Mike,KD8DIB Tom,
KB8TYJ; Steve, KD8DHZ

Repeater committee meeting scheduled to
consider 2 meter power increase and 6meter
repeater relocation on July 22, 2008 at 7pm.
Location: Behler's Home

Don, WA4FRJ and Mike, KD8DIB working on
a project: the HANDI-Finder more details to
follow.

Radio Basic Class Committee: Members
appointed Don, WA4FRJ & Phil, KC8QOV
Swap / Picnic / Fox Hunt: NEW Date: Aug 23,
2008 Dish to pass, Things to sell, and foxes to
find

Nomination committee: Members appointed -

Don,WA4FRJ & Steve, KD8DHZ
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Updated Club Announcements

1. Important upcoming events:

A. Next club breakfast Saturday: August 2
at 8:30 a.m. at the Chuck Wagon Restaurant ir
Reed City. Talk-in on the 146.740 Big Rapids

2-meter repeater for anyone needing directions.

B. Next BRAARC club meeting Thursday:
August 7 at 7 p.m. at the Big Rapids Public
Safety Building, 435 N. Michigan in Big
Rapids.

C. Mini-swap, Picnic, and Fox Hunt re-
scheduled for Saturday: August®@greiuly atthe
Masonic Lodgq 5] just off 19-mile road north of
Big Rapids. Festivities will begin with the
mini-swap at 9, followed by the picnic at noon,
and the fox hunt later in the afternoon. If you
can help, contact either Mike McKay
(KD8DIB), or Don Macconnel (WA4FRJ).

D. Big Boy Celebrity Serve fund-raiser
Tuesday: September 9 from 5 — 8 p.m. at the
Big Boy restaurant in Big Rapids. If you can
help serve at this event, contact either Shila
Kiander (KD8IAL), or Val Antor (KD8IAM).
Even if you can't directly assist, please come
and join us for a meal as a way to still support
us in this important fund-raiser.

Donation of $25 approved by membership to
Tractor Club for use of the Field Day site.

Program: Cops helping Cops — Chuck:
www.copshelpingcops.com

50/50 winner: Jens Rick, KC80OIV

Newsletter: Articles to Phil, KC8QOV beforduly 20,
2008(phildolly@power-net.net)

Club Breakfast: Saturday, Aug? at Chuck Wagon in
Reed City 8:30am.

Refreshments at next meetingBill, NBMZB

Adjourn: 8:16 pm
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E. Next Emergency Committee meeting
Thursday: September 11 at 7 p.m. at 911
Central Dispatch.

2. Club nets:

A. 440 general net on 443.900 repeater
Sunday evenings at 7:30 p.m.—

B. 2-meter general net on 146.74 repeater
Tuesday evenings at 9 p.m.

C. Local ARES/RACES net on 146.74 2-
meter repeater the second and fourth
Wednesday of the month at 9 p.m.

3. Club officer nominations will be taken
starting at our August7BRAARC club
meeting, with the actual election of officers to
occur at our Septembef 4neeting. If you

have any nominations for club officers, contact
one of the members of our nominations
committee, which currently consists of Don
Macconnel (WA4FRJ), and Steve Cowan
(KD8DH2Z).

4. If you would like to serve as net control for
one or more of the BRAARC club nets, contact
Tom Behler: KB8TYJ).

5. A BRAARC e-mail listserve or users group
has been established for all BRAARC members



to use as a forum for exchanging thoughts, club web master, Jake Spence, KIBCK. Jake

ideas, questions, and any other concerns relateéd will get you signed up on the list, and will give

to our club or amateur radio in general. If you verification that your registration has been
you'd like to join this group, please contact our| completed and accepted.

Theﬁl_—!ANiDrl-Finder by Mike, KD8DIB
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Are you the type that wears a tin foil hat to bldlok Government mind control radio signals? The
HANDI-Finder: Handheld Radio Direction Finder miag just the thing for you. Utilizing advanced
CMOS technology in the CD4047B IC the HANDI-Finaan track down those hidden transmitters by
utilizing an attached receiver. As the user faigd “bow-tie” antenna is rotated, a distinct multhe
audio tone is apparent as the HANDI-Finder pingothe transmitted signal.

Not concerned about Government conspiracy? The BlIANnder has many other useful
applications, such as locating the wily BRAARC toansmitter currently under construction (in a
secret underground laboratory). According to hdimdier.com, “because it is both an easy-to-build
kit for the beginner and a convenient basis fothierr experimentation by those with more experience,
it makes a great club project! Overall, it is acjuinexpensive way to implement the concept of
direction finding, and provides something relatvebmpact to keep readily available for locating
sources of interference.”

Don, WA4FRJ and | are working on prototype kits atath on offering kits to anyone who wants one
at a nominal cost. Stay tuned for more news attimiBRAARC fox and an exciting HANDI-Finder
Kit building event. Please let Don or | know ifyavish to reserve a kit for yourself in the nedufa.
Photos provided by www.handi-finder.com
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DON'T FORGET: Celebrity serve at Big Boy
9 from 5-8pm. You can help in two ways, one,
of the evening or, two, you can support the
evening. Tell family and friends
Big Boy!! Contact Shila,
can help.

in Big Rapids on Tuesday, September
yan come work for some portion
clulzétng dinner at Big Boy that
to help by haveginner out — at
KDB8IAL or Val, KD8IAM if you




2008 ROBEN-HOOD AIRFEST

Lined up for some pancakes and sausage

A nice crowd at Roben-Hood with planes, @arg fans.

KC8QOV, Phil, with N163PM

The T-6 after being parked by Ham cpdrkers’

Corsair and T-6 flyby — what a show.



FIELD DAY 2008

What is a FIELD DAY without rain? What is a FIELDAY without heat? What is a FIELD DAY without
a few difficulties to overcome? | don’t know taeswer — | don't think I've ever experienced offéeld

Day, 2008 certainly fit the mold of past eventdefie was great food, good times, wonderful coomerat
among fellow hams, late nights, early mornings,knand play. The members who came out to helpgset u
and participate had a terrific time. They didet the sudden, torrential rain and intense downhdiahpen
their spirits. It did, however, make for a fastasuble to cover and disconnect and stow away anNGIA
ON!

Unfortunately the parachute owned by Bev WD8PF@esed a rip caused when the mast holding it up
snapped in half. No one was hurt — thankfully, Hrelevent went on. Cleaning up on Sunday didé t
very long and the weekend became another greainotubory. Thanks to all who came out to help or
operate or just hang out. Thanks especially to Mikeé Patricia McKay for planning and coordinatihg t
entire weekend. They really did a lot to makedrFiehy a success. Thank you also to the Big Rapids
Antique Farm and Power Club for allowing us to tieesite. Check out some of the pictures fromdriel
Day — andplan to join us next year. You never know what migappen!!

Sue Behler KC8IFP

Val Antor, KD8IAM, wasn’t M McKay, KD8DIB John McDowell, KC3®,
DUPED the second time she tried —she  prosidigds with his son, enjoyed getting andin just
finally made her first HF Contact. I\@a who earned a Field Day as much as thelres.

T-shirt for making his first
ham contact.

Mike McKay KD8DIB , Mikey Foster, and Chris Beran, KD8HYK, Jerry Buskirk KC8CII,
a visiting Boy Scout check out the conditions and George Rouman W8OWN put up the parachute
on Saturday afternoon.



Club election in Septemuer

That's right --- it's that time again. Time to elect new club officers — and it looks
like we may be getting quite a change. The complete slate of officers has not been decided.
We will be looking for volunteers during the rest of July. Please think about stepping forward and
throwing your name into the ring at the August meeting. The nominations stay open until the
election in September. Please consider running for office if you have the desire. Hope to see you
at the September meeting to welcome our new officers, and to kick off another productive club
year.

BIG BOY CELEBRITY SERVER NIGHT
TUESDAY September 9, 2008 5:00 — 8:00 PM

The Celebrity Server Night is a fantastic fundraise  r for our club.

Please help your club by : Volunteering to workt  hat night
Coming to e at that night
Getting you r family and friends to be there

The more people who show up that night —the more p  rofit we earn for our
club. Don’t feel badly if you can't work —we’llw  ait on you. Wouldn't a piece
of strawberry pie sound good? How about a milk sha ke? Are you really
hungry ?— a good dinner would sound just right. Do n't forget the pie raffle.
There are many kinds to choose. Contact Val Antor KD8IAM or Shila Kiander
KDS8IAL to volunteer for the event.

PLEASE COME AND SUPPORT THE CLUB.

PIE RAFFLE




Would you like a CLUB pin?

Several years ago our CLUB contracted with a lbcainessman to create a CLUB PIN. The result istwh
you see above. The actual pin is about 2 inchearecand was available with a magnetic fastenenOR
standard pin OR a shirt collar CLIP. Sue Behlenithe process of contacting the businessman dgaee

if he would be able to make more pins for our neemhers. Details are not finalized at this poibtistthe
cost of the pin should be under $10.00. Patrici&) KD8GGD has agreed to coordinate the orderfng o
the pins. Hopefully she will have the necessatgitieby the August meeting. Please let her krfoyou

are interested. We are limited to making one lountler — so if you miss it you may have to wait guit
while for the next order to come around. We wdikd to place the order no later than the September
meeting.

What a great way to show your CLUB PRIDE!! Sue Behler KC8IFP

MICHIGARNDER 2008 Is histery

It is difficult to believe but another MichigandBike Tour has come and gone. For those of us who
volunteer our time and effort for this event- iaibittersweet feeling. The Michigander is a lotvork — but

a lot of fun as well. Tom Behler KB8TYJ, Sue BahKKC8IFP, Mike McKay KD8DIB, Patricia McKay
KD8GGD, and Calvin McKay followed the cyclists féiFULL days as they made their way from Walker to
Muskegon to Rockford to Edmore to Big Rapids toitadland finally to Traverse City. THANK YOU to

all the hams along the way who also provided comoation assistance and whatever else was necessary.
Val Antor KD8IAM volunteered one day of her timehelp out in Howard City. Don MacConnel WA4FRJ
and David Huhtala KC8WGA volunteered for a day anded up shuttling some distressed riders to
Cadillac. Jim Orlowski N8PUG helped with radar rep@nd directions. Bob Croaker WB8YPG helped the
“cookie lady” at the Tustin SAG and was well pregghwith water and helpful directions for the ridass

they passed on through. The cyclists really apptediour support — and so did the organizers oéveat.
Hopefully we’ll be able to count on your help ngetar when the cyclists once again take to thestrail Sue
Behler KC8IFP

Val, KD8IAM provides Mike KD8DIB (who ¢ebrated his Where there are riders...
communication at the birthday whikdping to run the SAG there is RAIN.......
Howard City SAG. in Leroy) and SKIE8BIFP share a laugh Where there is rain....

bis special day. there are RAINBOWS!
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WI1AW/KL7 to Operate from Arctic Circle (Jul 10, 2008) -- Just 300 miles south of the RdasArctic
Ocean -- where the Arctic Circle crosses the DaHahway (66 degrees, 33 minutes nort\\\tAW/KL7
will be on the air (grid square BP56) July 26-Augl@ on all bands from 160-6 meters. This ARRL 2008
Alaska State Convention Special Event Station plaman two HF stations operating CW, SSB and digit
one satellite station and one station devoted 6524AMHz. The Alaskan summer skies are ablaze gvly
line-enhanced propagation effects, providing sigight hour spurts of activity to most of the haadio
world. W1AW/KL7 plans to be active from 0600 UTCaBIUTC to maximize gray line propagation. From
Alaska, signals will take off in both directionstae same time: Europe to the East on one sidh,Agia to
the West on the other side. For an illustratioh@i Arctic gray line propagation works, see pagén2the
August 2008 issue @@ST The2008 Alaska ARRL Conventiowill run from August 1-4, 2008 in
Anchorage. -information provided by Bill Balzarini, KL7BB

Contributed by Mike, KD8DIB
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