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Announcements

1. Important upcoming events:

A. March-April club breakfast Saturday:
March 29 at 8:30 a.m. &igboys in Big
Rapids. Talk-in on the 146.740 2-meter
repeater for anyone needing directions.

B. April BRAARC club meeting Thursday:
April 3 at 7 p.m. at the Big Rapids City Hall,
Commission Room at 226 N. Michigan Ave.,
in Big Rapids.

C. Osceola County Basic Skywarn training
Thursday: April 1% from 6 — 9 p.m. at the
Osceola County EOC facility.

D. April-May club breakfast Saturday:
April 26 at 8:30 a.mSharon’s in Rogers
Heights. Talk-in on the 146.740 2-meter
repeater for anyone needing directions.

E. BRAARC Board Of Directors meeting
Thursday: May 1 at 6:15 p.m. at the Osceola
County EOC facility in Reed City.

F. May BRAARC club meeting Thursday:
May 1 at 7 p.m. at the Osceola County EOC
facility in Reed City.

G. Annual BRAARC club dinner
Thursday: May 8 or Friday: May 9, at a
time and location to be announced

H. May-June club breakfastSaturday:
May 31 at 8:30 a.m. at tiWwild Rose Cafein
Big Rapids.

J. Girls On The Run public service
communications event Saturday: May 31—
more details to be announced as the event gets
closer.

2. Club nets:

A. 440 general net on 443.900 repeater
Sunday evenings at 7:30 p.m.—

B. 2-meter general net on 146.74 repeater
Tuesday evenings at 9 p.m.

C. LocalARES/RACES net on 146.74 2-
meter repeater the second and fourth
Wednesday of the month at 9 p.m.

3. If you would like to serve as net control for
one or more of the BRAARC club nets, contact
Tom Behler: KB8TYJ).

4. A BRAARC e-mail listserve or users group
has been established for BRAARC

members to use as a forum for exchanging
thoughts, ideas, questions, and any other
concerns related to our club or amateur radio in
general. If you'd like to join this group, please
contact our club web mastdake Spence,
KIBCK . Jake will get you signed up on the

list, and will give you verification that your
registration has been completed and accepted.



February 7, 2007 BRAARC Meeting
Minutes by Mike McKay, KD8DIB

Call to order: 7:08 pm by Tom, WB8COX
Guests None

Secretary’s report January 2008 minutes
submitted by Mike, KD8DIB and approved.

Treasurer’s report: February 2008 Financial
Report submitted by Sue, KC8IFP and
approved.

Announcements:

March Club Meeting: Mar 6, 2008 at
Osceola County EOC

April Club Meeting: April 3, 2008 at
Big Rapids City Hall

May Club Meeting: May 1, 2008 at
Osceola County EOC

June Club Meeting: June 5, 2008 at Big
Rapids City Hall

July Club Meeting: July 3, 2008 at Big
Rapids DPS building

We need net controls sign up with Tom,
KB8TYJ — no net controls, no nets!

2 meter net on 146.74 repeater
Tuesdays at 9pm

1%'& 3" Wednesdays — Digital Net on
2 meter repeater at 8pm - no activity
2"4 & 4™ Wednesdays — ARES /
RACES Net at 9pm

Red Cross Training fulfilling our
mission February 16, 2008 at 9 to 4
Osceola County EOC

Emergency Committee meeting at
Osceola EOC, February 14, 2008 at
7:00pm

Ham in a Day Class March 1, 2008 at
the Ferris State University DPS building
Skywarn March 20, 2008 at the Ferris
State University West Campus
Community Center at 7:00 PM.

Email Jakeaspence@charter.t@join
the Club Listserve.

Repeater Status

0 440 repeater is OK. High SWR
— Antenna project to place new
antenna on Cramer Hall on hold
until better weather.

o Placement of equipment at
KD8DIB’s home for temporary
storage.

Old Business:

Red Cross Disaster Assessment training
— Feb 16.

Tom, KB8TYJ & Mike, KD8DIB
Continuing to work on EOC Vanity

Calls

Technician Class — Ham in a Day:
March 1, 2008

New Business:

Tom Bray, WB8COX to donate items to
Library.

Board Meeting — Before March 6 club
meeting at 6:15

Need to Fill VP position — looking for
volunteer.

Field Day — Antique tractor site: may be
possible. Need laptops to log all
stations. Need GOTA operator. Need
people to commit radios. Tom
WB8COX donating poles to club.

Club Financial Audit: still needs to be
completed.

Ham in a Day.... George, W8OWN has
10 VE’s lined up.

Program Suggestions: D-Star DVD,
Field day...

Fundraising: ARRL memberships new
and renewal through club easy way to
earn money. Sue, KC8IFP to
investigate. Fund raising BLOG Arrow
club look at for ideas. Possible banner
ads on website to earn money.
http://www.w8pgw.orgfor more info.
Bev, WD8PFC back on her feet and
checking the post box again.

Club Potluck: Potluck Feb 10, 2008 at
1pm, bingo game at the West Campus
Community Center (FSU).




Annual Club Dinner: Proposed for May
— looking at Snyder Meats or Pere
Marquette to supply food and West
Campus Community Center (FSU) or
the Lodge for locations

John East Award — beginning of May:
need to present award to winners at
school.

Thanks to Tom, WB8COX for serving
as president and induction of Steve,
KD8DHZ as president.

JNOS node at Osceola EOC: requested
by Mark Watkins for club to run/setup.
We are looking for someone to head up
this project.
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March 6, 2008 BRAARC Meeting Minutes
by Mike McKay, KD8DIB

Call to order: 7:05 pm by Steve, KD8DHZ
Guests Danielle Erler; Jeff Davenport,
KD8HYH

Secretary’s report February 2008 minutes
submitted by Mike, KD8DIB and approved.

Treasurer’s report: March 2008 Financial
Report submitted by Sue, KC8IFP and
approved.

Announcements:
New VP appointed Jim, N8PUG by
Board at March meeting.
April Club Meeting: April 3, 2008 at
Big Rapids City Hall
May Club Meeting: May 1, 2008 at
Osceola County EOC
June Club Meeting: June 5, 2008 at Big
Rapids City Hall
July Club Meeting: July 3, 2008 at Big
Rapids DPS building
We need net controls sign up with Tom,
KB8TYJ — no net controls, no nets!
2 meter net on 146.74 repeater
Tuesdays at 9pm

Program: Club Calendar -
50/50 winner: BEV, WD8PFC

Newsletter: Articles to Phil, KC8QOV by
March 20, 2008 (phildolly@power-net.net)

Club Breakfast: Saturday, March 1, 2008 at
Crankers Restaurant in Big Rapids at 7:30am.

Refreshments Patricia, KD8GGD

Adjourn: 8:45 pm
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1%'& 3" Wednesdays — Digital Net on
2 meter repeater at 8pm - no activity
2" & 4™ Wednesdays — ARES /
RACES Net at 9pm

Skywarn March 20, 2008 at the Ferris
State University West Campus
Community Center at 7:00 PM.

Email Jakeaspence@charter.t@join
the Club Listserve.

Ham of year awarded to Tom
WB8COX at February 2008 Pot Luck
Dinner.

May 31 — Girls on the Run

Old Business:

Vanity call for EOC'’s still being worked on by
Tom, KB8TYJ and Mike, KD8DIB.

Repeater Status

0 440 repeater is OK. High SWR
— Antenna project to place new
antenna on Cramer Hall on hold
until better weather.

o Placement of equipment at
KD8DIB’s home Fritz and Mike
to work on and report back next
meeting.



o Motion for $100 budget for
temporary repeater site approved
by members present.

New Business:
May 9 Club Dinner

Mike, KD8DIB to check on West

Campus Community Center

Steve, KD8DHZ to check on menu.
April Potluck / construction night - Canceled
Mini-swap/foxhunt/picnic - June 14 at Masonic
Lodge. Don, WA4FRJ & Mike, KD8DIB
appointed as coordinators.
Motion to purchase ARRL Emergency
Communications library, Volume 1: approved
by members present.
Donations to Library:

D-Star Video by Steve, KDS8DHZ

Seven Books by Tom, WB8COX

o APRS

o VOIP

Hacking Knoppix
Low-Band DXing

ARRL Handbook 2005

HF Digital Handbook
Emergency Communication
Handbook

o 0O O0OO0Oo

Program: D-Star Presentation
50/50 winner: Steve, KD8DHZ

Newsletter: Articles to Phil, KC8QOV by
March 20, 2008 (phildolly@power-net.net)

Club Breakfast: Saturday, March 29, 2008 at
Restaurant in Big Boy in Big Rapids at 8:30
am.

Refreshments no volunteer for April meeting

Adjourn: 8:18 pm
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BRAARC March 6, 2008 Board Meeting
Attendance: see attached roster

Meeting called to order at 6:32 pm by Steve,
KD8DHZ

New Business

Motion to appoint Jim, N8PUG VP approved
by Board Members Present.

Motion to allow non-club members formally
participate in the Emergency Communication
Committee — tabled until next meeting.

Next Board meeting May 1, 2008 at 6pm
Meeting was adjourned at 7:03 pm

Minutes submitted by Mike, KD8DIB

BRAIN TEASER-OR WHERE DID MY GAS
MONEY GO? From Don, WA4FRJ

With the price of gas I think it would have been
really smart to fix the tank. Take a crack at this
one

A car traveled from Big Rapids at a speed of
40mph. Its fuel consumption was 30 mpg. It
had a 5 gallon tank which was filled when it
started, but at that very moment began to leak
fuel. After 60 miles the car stopped with a
completely empty tank. How many gallons per
hour was it losing? Also, at $3 a gallon, what
did the trip cost?

Don, WA4FRJ, confirmed the answer to last
months brain teaser to be 364 gifts



FCC May Allow Different Hours

The FCC has requested comments on a proposedPartedmodification to allow amateur operators
to use AM phone all day rather than just in the mray.

If you have any thoughts on this please contact, D6A4FRJ as he is a fan of AM phone. You carn
find him on the AM portion of the six meter band $aturday mornings.

New Battery

New battery technologies are making a tremendopsaatnon ham radio. Spurred on by the so callep

“plug in” car which relies on battery power alotiee lithium ion battery has made huge strides in
capacity and recharge cycle capability. This tetbgy is very likely going to appear in GM cars of
the near future.

Now, experts on the Electromotive Series have amcedi a Lithium-Fluorine battery that promises .
go far beyond lithium ion and give more bang-foe-tsuck than any practical technology. Based o
the use of lithium metal and fluorine gas, thedrgtoperates by letting small quantities of the
materials mix. This produces large quantities @thehich is converted to electricity by thermocaup
junctions wrapped around the titanium case. Alfiopressures are high there is little danger of
explosion unless the raw materials are mixed toloenly.

Dr. Lennoccam, of Electromotive Series stated tleat regulators are under development and batfry
safety should be improved.

Electromotive Series hopes to test the batterlieir new facility which replaced their former fatyil
which was destroyed by an industrial mishap. Reitéhe new battery is unknown but will probably
be driven by product liability insurance costs.

We'll keep an eye out for this new product.

Submitted by Don, WA4FRJ

DON'T FORGET!!! YOU ARE RUNNING OUT OF TIME!!! ClUB DUES FOR 2008 MUSBE
PAID IMMEDIATELY OR YOU WILL BE DROPPED FROM THE MEMBERSHIP ROSTER!!!

SEE ATTACHED RENEWAL FORM AT THE END OF
THIS LETTER!!
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EVENT CALENDAR

MARCH
Sunday 440 net — 7:30 pm

Tuesday 2 meter net - 9 pm

ARES net Wed. 26 9 pm

Club breakfast Sat. Mar. 29 8:30 am
APRIL

Monthly meeting — Thur. Apr."3 7pm
(B.R. City Commission Room)
Sunday 440 net - 7:30 pm

Tuesday 2 meter net — 9:00 pm
ARES net Wed. Apr. 9 & 23 9 pm
Annual Club Audit

Club breakfast Sat. Apr. 28:30 am
Sharon’s Restaurant in Rogers Heights

MAY

Monthly meeting Thur. May®17pm
Osceola EOC

Board Meeting May 1 6:15 pm
Cadillac Swap May'3

Annual Club dinner —Thursday, May/'8
West Campus Community Center

John East Scholarship Award
Dayton Hamvention May 16 -18

Girls on the Run Public Service
Event Sat. May 31 9 am

Sunday 440 net 7:30 pm
Tuesday 2 meter net 9 pm
ARES net Wed. May 14 & 28 9 pm

Club breakfast Sat. May 3B:30 am
Wild Rose Café, Big Rapids

Fritz, N8IE, makes some adjustments to the new teanp
440 antenna. Photo taken by Mike, KD8DIB, on Matéh

2008.

Looks like the guys picked a nice day to go aloft do
antenna work.

Thanks, guys.
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CHRISTOPHER BERAN  KD8HYK

MICHELLE WAYNE KD8HXW
MATTHEW SMITH KD8HXY

JESSICA SCHULTZ KD8HYA
CHRISTOPHER MURPHY KD8HYB
JACK BODEN KD8HYJ
AUTUMN HORA KD8HYE
AMANDA KASDORF KD8HYD

Sue Behler KC8IFP
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JASON ATTEBERRY KD8HYL
JHREY DAVENPORT KD8HYH

NATE SWIGER KD8HXX
NANCY HAIGHT KD8HYG
ABBY MREK KD8HYC

KYLE HARWOOD KD8HYF

DIANE BUSH KD8HY!I

KATE SCHULTZ KD8HXZ



2008
iChi9ai QS0 Party

M@ michigan QSO Party

hei? April 19, 2008
16:00z (19") to 04:00z (28)

Where? 10 thru 80 Meterscw e ssg)

Chance to get on the air
o Single Op, Multi Op, Mobile, EOC
0 Be the station others want to work
o0 Maybe activate a rare county?

Excellent Club Activity

0 Reason to get together as group
New “EOC” station category
Excellent Training opportunity!
Get new members on the air!
Friendly Competition

O O OO

Let's all help make Michigan “radio-active” on the 19" of Aprill!!!

RulesysyVoreYnfos http://www.migp.org/

e Mad River Redio b




Michigan 2008 Youth Forum

Date: April 12, 2008

Location: Mount Hope Church
1672 M-32 East, Gaylord, Michigan
Talk-in on 147.120 Repeater, Tone 151.4 Hz

Time: 10 AM to 4 PM.
Who: Young radio amateurs and their parents/sponsors.

Goals: Learn what sparks the interest of young peopleaim radio
Allow our young hams to share their experiences
Introduce the attendees to new facets of ham radio
Conduct operating events
Report findings to all Michigan clubs
Set goals for bringing more youth into the hobby
Have fun !

Sponsor: Michigan Section ARRL
Cost: Nothing. (A donation to help cover pizza and sivitks would be appreciated).
Registation: Form attached

Club Officers: Please publicize this event as magpossible. We strongly encourage
attendance by as many young folks as possible.s€ssions will include active
participation by our young hams to help us deteemvhat brought them into ham radio,
why they like it and what aspects they don't likeur Gaylord venue was chosen to
centralize travel for everyone, as we expect adeadrom both the upper and lower
peninsulas of Michigan. (Special thanks to PastmmMNand the members of Mt. Hope
Church for hosting our event).

This will be a fun event and include a Special BEv@&ation asvell. Operating freqs wi
be posted on the ARRL Michigan Section Web pag@.soo

Please distribute the attached announcement psdedistribute copies of the
registration form to those who may be interested.

Feel free to contact me with any questions.
Regards and thanks for helping make Ham Radio grow.
Dale Williams WASEFK

ARRL Section Manager — Michigan
734-52¢-323z
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Timeto pay your 2008 YEARLY DUES

Your dues paymens DUE JANUARY 1, 2008 If dues are not paid
before March 1, 2008, your name will be droppednfaxctive membership.
Send in your dues payment right now so that younbeship will not be
interrupted. Thank you for your continued suppdidur club and the hobby
of amateur radio.

Call: Class: Name:
Address:
City: State: ZIP:

E-mail Address:

Dues $25.00 for 2008. Donation:

Dues payable by January 1, 2008. Checks shoutsdole out to the Big Rapids Area
Amateur Radio Club (BRAARC). Mail your check athias form to Sue Behler
511 Spring Street, Big Rapids, MI 49307 or bryogr dues to the next meeting.
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